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The consequence of this news was, as deponent observed, that the
governor and Don Pedro Vique summoned all (p. 38) the people,
both from outside the city as well as from the city and from the
galleys, and they were all very fearful because they said the enemy had
four thousand men. The governor and Don Pedro Vique encouraged
them, showing them a letter said to be from Don Diego de Osorio,1
bidding them be of good courage because the enemy's troops were
much fewer than they supposed, being not over one thousand five
hundred men. Don Pedro Vique gave the people his word of honour
that he would not go outside the harbour \\ith the galleys, but he
and all his men would fight on land.
They ordered deponent to help and hurry work on a trench which
was being built at Canapote. The trench was made with a ditch
more than a pike's length in width and about a man's height in
depth.
On the nineteenth of February, deponent being on board the galley
Ocasion, of which he was captain, the call to arms was sounded in the
city. It was said that sails had been sighted. When he had assembled
all the men of his galley and there issued the necessary orders, de-
ponent went ashore and saw all the forces of the city in formation,
with Don Pedro Vique in the vanguard, whom deponent frequently
urged (both privately and before witnesses) to change his mind
(P- 39) about keeping the galleys this side Boqueron channel.
Deponent clearly foresaw that they would be lost if they so remained
since, as his honour knew, the enemy was coining in such strength
that he must take the city of Cartagena if he occupied the harbour;
and once the city was taken, it was sure that the galleys would be
lost because, if they were in the haven, he could sink them with the
city's own artillery, and kill all on board as they might seek to get
out, a thing not at all times possible to them because of the bar.
Even if they succeeded in crossing that, they must still face as great
danger of loss in that they must pass through the enemy's fleet, and
the harbour is narrow in that part. Deponent called Don Pedro's
attention to these matters especially on February 16, when Don
Francisco Maldonado came in with news that the enemy was
approaching.
Observing that he could not move Don Pedro from his original
determination, deponent talked with Captain Juan de Castaneda
and with one Luis de Guzman, commissary and treasurer of the
galleys, and with Juan Bautista Carrillo, accountant and inspector
1 Not seen. It will be recalled that Osorio commanded the galleys on station at
Santo Domingo. See depositions of royal officials and of Don Pedro Vique, post.